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SUBJECT:

~_

i3 Ihidassy vishes to lzavz ho possibility of doubt in 4he Department's mind ———]
as to the wids divergence of the Honduran view of the Swan Island issue from the
Denzriment's view, ‘The two views of the problemn are not even in the same context.
.. published expression of the Honduran Government's view was forwarded in
Zhegsy alrgram G-17 of September 13. Inclosed is & dispassionate expression of -
the labiona)/Party view from the pen of former Foreign Minister and Ambassador
Jorge FidelVDURON, long known for nis friendship for. $he United States. The
Department will observe that there is, iA fact, oratory aside, little difference )

batween these two views.

A mors earthy expression of the same Honduran view is that expressed to m3
orally by the Honduran Forsign Ministsr on September 10, 1960, that, after settle~
mant of the sovereignty question, Honduras would have no objection to continued
United States use of the Islands for any legitimate purpose--at a price. Ny :
continued forceful insistence in ‘this and other appropriate official conversatlons
on tre United 3tates position as suceinetly stated in the Department's telegram 73
has bsen accspted courteously, but as though it were in the nature of an evasion

of rzalilty.

the Honduran views, along with that of the lational '

Party-led Student Federation (Zmbtel 220, September 11), share the coaviction that
s to the question, For Hondursns who night doubt

thers are in rzality not two sice
this point, reference to Saction 2 of Article 6 of the Honduran Constitution

resolves the matter out of hanil.

411 these expressions of

In the circumstances, the Department may wish to consider the subject from a
politicel as we2ll as from z legal point of view. In the present temper of Honduran
public sentiment, a0t to discuss the subject of the Swan Islands with Honduras at
all misht be preferabls to discussing it with a view to jnsisting upon the legitimacy
of the United States' clainm to sovereignty in the Islands. An unsuccessful dinous-
ment of a Honduran official disecussion of the 3wan Islends dispute would, in this
Embassy's opinien, result in grave consequenceé to the stability of the prasent
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Hondursn administration, and to the public image of the United States in
Honduras, ' ' :

e
Albert B, Franklin
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim
.’
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Enclosure: SO
"Our Position on the Swan Islands!
by Jorge Fidel DURCK, from
31 Dfa of Sept., 12, 1960,
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Our Position on the Swan Islands .

by Jorge Fidpl.Dﬁrén i e

and project the Swan Islands problem for the purpose of molesting and disturbing
ths Unitad States Govermment at this time according to a preconceived plan to
sxicarbate world-wide problems that prevail in many places, but particularly in
the Congo and the Caribbean, b ‘ BT o

-
PRSI

| ’ ) . 'l ‘, o ) L . . o ; - ,_.
E First of all I condemn those amorg owr leftists who are attempting to inject - .

| P . Qur Swan Islands problem must be studied carefully and thoughtfully, e Lo

L ‘ =aould toke care not to Judga by superficial aprearances, nor credit argunents =

; ; comsected with the Cormmunist conspiracy. It simply must be realized that no one .
can dispute our claim and our sovereignty over our island territory., is a sample _
of our argwient, here is a detail: if they “dsh to argue that we Hondurans have -
besn carsless about the Islands, it nust bs renembered that when the Military -, .70

: Junta orzanized the Dapertment of Gracias a Dios, at 2 tims when there was no 3

! dispute or discussion on this subject, it described tha Jurisdiction of that . . it
Departmant as "from Punta Patuca northward following the maridian of Punta Pattica. &, -~
Yo a point whieh will include the Swan Islands, etc," - e

-, ORI

In the nagotiations which were carried out in 1921 the Government of Hon- .
duras had alrzady made it elear to the United States that it would not accept
ary douvt as to its sovereignty over those Islands nor admit that 2cts of S
appropriation should be committed in them since they belong to the national terri--
tory and nothing contrary to. territorial rights would be tolerated,  Those nego-~
tiations left the door open for diplomatic discussion which can .ba carried out in -
any way and through any channel agreed.d?on_by=the parties, - . o Y

. [P

The truth of the matter is, I believe, that there is no room for discussion o
over incontestable and incontrovertible rights. As iy father, Dr. Rérulo DURON, -
said, in the course of on2 of his graat services to his fatherland, Honduras:

"In the United States Government's note in which it is stated that American :
citizens discovered the Islands and held full possession of fhem from that time
omnard, it is implicitly recognized that the said Zslands do not belong to the
United States of America since in the note it also is stated that 'in that
Government's judgment a satisfactory arrangement of the dispute between the two
goveranents would be more easily arrived at if the Honduran Government should

| - abstain from any attempt to take possession of the Islends, maintaining in this

? way the status quo. ' : LI ' '

”
b

And with a1l logic Dr. Durén (the fathsr of the author) ends as follows:

“If the United Stutes were trying to defepd the claim that the Swsn Islands are

United States territory, they would not hdve proposed the arrangsment offered in

‘ . thelr note," If our Islands are in the oxbit which is indispansable to the inter- .
1 | | _ . . ,
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American system for the continental security and defense of that system, ,
Honduras will never stand in the wey of their serving this purpose as they Cy g
have in the past also served as a base for obtaining scientific meteorological S
information. But it must be kno:m that they age ours and that they have been’. .- oy
ours ever since their discovery by Spain. . , L
With respsct to Honduras, this.is what the powerful United States might =~
do so that, in the words of John Kennedy, "paople all over the world ‘might feel" - i

ik

that the imsrican giant 4is on the move, that.the great Amsrican melting pot is
again boiling and that our country is egain moving forward™: they might gener- <
ously and gallantly recognize our rights as they have done.in the: past in the.
Pailippines and in Puerto Rico, This is how to'live in peace with just
freulom. S L ) Ll R “v': L g '
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